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MARK 
Mark 1:16 à 

Our approach each week will be REAP (read, explain, apply, personalize). In this series, however, we won’t 
wait to document the ‘apply’ and ‘personalize’ until the end of the lesson. As we see them, we’ll capture them. 

Read: Mark 1 

Explain: Mark 1:16 à 
Bible study is asking and answering questions about the text. Let’s ask some questions. 

Are there any literary/structural observations? 
 

What do the words mean? 
Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible, copyright © 2001 by Crossway. ESV Text Edition: 2016. 
Bracketed information (excluding verb parsings) is from the Strong’s Concordance data from Wordsearch 
Bible software. Verb parsings are from Nestle-Aland 27th/UBS4 at StepBible.org. 

Jesus Begins His Ministry 
Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

16 Passing [G3855: παράγω; parago; masculine singular nominative present participle active; 1. to lead 
near 2. (reflexively or intransitively) to go along or away; occurs in 1:16; 2:14; 15:21] alongside [G3844: 
παρά; para; 1. (properly) near 2. (genitive case) from beside (literally or figuratively) 3. (dative case) at (or in) 
the vicinity of (objectively or subjectively) 4. (accusative case) to the proximity with (local (especially beyond 
or opposed to) or causal (on account of)); occurs 15 times in Mark] the [G3588: ὁ; ho; 1. the; occurs 70 
times in Mark] Sea [G2281: θάλασσα; thalassa; 1. the sea; occurs 15 times in Mark] of Galilee [G1056: 
Γαλιλαία; Galilaia; 1. known as the heathen circle 2. Galiloea, a region of Israel; occurs 12 times in Mark], he 
saw [G3708: ὁράω; horao; 3rd singular 2nd aorist indicative active; 1. (properly) to stare at 2. (by implication) to 
discern clearly (physically or mentally) 3. (by extension) to attend to 4. (by Hebraism) to experience 5. 
(passively) to appear; occurs 50 times in Mark] Simon [G4613: Σίμων; Simon; 1. Simon (i.e. Shimon), the 
name of nine Israelites; occurs in 1:16 (2); 1:29; 1:30; 1:36; 3:16; 3:18; 6:3; 14:3; 14:37; 15:21] and 
[G2532: καί; kai; 1. and, also, even, so then, too, etc.; occurs 531 times in Mark] Andrew [G406: Ἀνδρέας; 
Andreas; 1. manly 2. Andreas, an Israelite; occurs in 1:16; 1:29; 3:18; 13:3] the brother [G80: ἀδελφός; 
adelphos; 1. a brother 2. (of faith) a brother in our Lord, Jesus; occurs 17 times in Mark] of Simon Simon 
[G4613: Σίμων; Simon; 1. Simon (i.e. Shimon), the name of nine Israelites; occurs in 1:16 (2); 1:29; 1:30; 1:36; 
3:16; 3:18; 6:3; 14:3; 14:37; 15:21] casting a net [G293: ἀμφίβληστρον; amphiblestron; masculine plural 
accusative present participle active; 1. a (fishing) net (as thrown about the fish); occurs in 1:16] into [G1722: 
ἔν; en; 1. "in," at, (up-)on, by, etc.; occurs 111 times in Mark] the sea [G2281: θάλασσα; thalassa; 1. the sea; 
occurs 15 times in Mark], for [G1063: γάρ; gar; 1. (properly) assigning a reason; occurs 62 times in Mark] 
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they were [G1510: εἰμί; eimi; 3rd plural imperfect indicative active; 1. I exist; occurs 163 times in Mark] 
[G2258: ἦν; en; 1. I (thou, etc.) was (wast or were); occurs 47 times in Mark] fishermen [G231: ἁλιεύς; 
halieus; 1. a sailor (as engaged on the salt water) 2. (by implication) a fisher; occurs in 1:16; 1:17]. 17 And 
[G2532: καί; kai; 1. and, also, even, so then, too, etc.; occurs 531 times in Mark] Jesus [G2424: Ἰησοῦς; 
Iesous; 1. Jesus (i.e. Jehoshua), the name of our Lord and two (three) other Israelites; occurs 79 times in 
Mark] said [G3004: λέγω; lego; 3rd singular 2nd aorist indicative active; 1. (properly) to "lay" forth 2. 
(figuratively) to relate 3. (by implication) to mean; occurs 238 times in Mark] [G2036: ἔπω; epo; 1. to speak or 
say (by word or writing); occurs 82 times in Mark] to them [G846: αὐτός; autos; 1. self; occurs 449 times in 
Mark], “Follow [G1205: δεῦτε; deute; 2nd plural present imperative active; 1. come hither!; occurs in 1:17; 
6:31; 12:7] [G3694: ὀπίσω; opiso; 1. to the back, i.e. aback; occurs in 1:7; 1:17; 1:20; 8:33; 8:34; 13:16] me 
[G1473: ἐγώ; ego; 1. (emphatically, of the first person) I; occurs 104 times in Mark] [G3450: μοῦ; mou; 1. of 
me; occurs 33 times in Mark], and [G2532: καί; kai; 1. and, also, even, so then, too, etc.; occurs 531 times in 
Mark] I will make [G4160: ποιέω; poieo; 1st singular future indicative active; 1. to make or do; occurs 45 
times in Mark] you [G4771: σύ; su; 1. thou; occurs 111 times in Mark] [G5209: ὑμᾶς; humas; 1. you (as the 
objective of a verb or preposition); occurs 13 times in Mark] become [G1096: γίνομαι; ginomai; 2nd aorist 
infinitive middle deponent; 1. to cause to be ("gen"-erate) 2. (reflexively) to become (come into being); occurs 
44 times in Mark] fishers [G231: ἁλιεύς; halieus; 1. a sailor (as engaged on the salt water) 2. (by implication) 
a fisher; occurs in 1:16; 1:17] of men [G444: ἄνθρωπος; anthropos; 1. (properly) man-faced 2. (concretely) a 
human being (man or female) 3. (generally) all human beings 4. (indefinitely) a man, someone, one; occurs 47 
times in Mark].”[f] 18 And [G2532: καί; kai; 1. and, also, even, so then, too, etc.; occurs 531 times in Mark] 
immediately [G2117: εὐθύς; euthus; 1. straight 2. (literally) level 3. (figuratively) true 4. (adverbially of time) 
at once; occurs 36 times in Mark] they left [G863: ἀφίημι; aphiemi; masculine plural nominative 2nd aorist 
participle active; 1. to send forth; occurs 33 times in Mark] their nets [G1350: δίκτυον; diktuon; 1. a seine 
(for fishing); occurs in 1:18; 1:19] and followed [G190: ἀκολουθέω; akoloutheo; 3rd plural aorist indicative 
active; 1. (properly) to be in the same way with, i.e. to accompany 2. (specially) to accompany as a disciple; 
occurs 16 times in Mark] him [G846: αὐτός; autos; 1. self; occurs 449 times in Mark]. 19 And [G2532: καί; 
kai; 1. and, also, even, so then, too, etc.; occurs 531 times in Mark] going [G4260: προβαίνω; probaino; 
masculine singular nominative 2nd aorist participle active; 1. to walk forward 2. (literally) to advance 3. (of age) 
to age in years; occurs in 1:19] on a little [G3641: ὀλίγος; oligos; 1. puny, tiny (in extent, degree, number, 
duration or value) 2. (of time) 3. brief, momentary i.e. a moment or short time 4. (of number) few 5. (of 
quantity) little 6. (especially neuter, adverbially) somewhat; occurs in 1:19; 6:5; 6:31; 8:7] farther, he saw 
[G3708: ὁράω; horao; 3rd singular 2nd aorist indicative active; 1. (properly) to stare at 2. (by implication) to 
discern clearly (physically or mentally) 3. (by extension) to attend to 4. (by Hebraism) to experience 5. 
(passively) to appear; occurs 50 times in Mark] James [G2385: Ἰάκωβος; Iakobos; 1. Jacobus, the name of 
three Israelites; occurs 13 times in Mark] the son of Zebedee [G2199: Ζεβεδαῖος; Zebedaios; 1. Zebedaeus, 
an Israelite; occurs in 1:19; 1:20; 3:17; 10:35] and [G2532: καί; kai; 1. and, also, even, so then, too, etc.; 
occurs 531 times in Mark] John [G2491: Ἰωάννης; Ioannes; 1. Joannes (i.e. Jochanan), the name of four 
Israelites; occurs 25 times in Mark] his [G846: αὐτός; autos; 1. self; occurs 449 times in Mark] brother 
[G80: ἀδελφός; adelphos; 1. a brother 2. (of faith) a brother in our Lord, Jesus; occurs 17 times in Mark], 
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who were in [G1722: ἔν; en; 1. "in," at, (up-)on, by, etc.; occurs 111 times in Mark] their boat [G4143: 
πλοῖον; ploion; 1. a sailer, i.e. vessel; occurs 15 times in Mark] mending [G2675: καταρτίζω; katartizo; 
masculine plural accusative present participle active; 1. to complete thoroughly, i.e. repair or adjust; occurs in 
1:19] the nets [G1350: δίκτυον; diktuon; 1. a seine (for fishing); occurs in 1:18; 1:19]. 20 And [G2532: καί; 
kai; 1. and, also, even, so then, too, etc.; occurs 531 times in Mark] immediately [G2117: εὐθύς; euthus; 1. 
straight 2. (literally) level 3. (figuratively) true 4. (adverbially of time) at once; occurs 36 times in Mark] he 
called [G2564: καλέω; kaleo; 3rd singular aorist indicative active; 1. to "call" (aloud); occurs in 1:20; 2:17; 
3:31; 11:17] them [G846: αὐτός; autos; 1. self; occurs 449 times in Mark], and [G2532: καί; kai; 1. and, also, 
even, so then, too, etc.; occurs 531 times in Mark] they left [G863: ἀφίημι; aphiemi; masculine plural 
nominative 2nd aorist active participle; 1. to send forth; occurs 33 times in Mark] their [G846: αὐτός; autos; 1. 
self; occurs 449 times in Mark] father [G3962: πατήρ; pater; 1. a "father"; occurs 17 times in Mark] 
Zebedee [G2199: Ζεβεδαῖος; Zebedaios; 1. Zebedaeus, an Israelite; occurs in 1:19; 1:20; 3:17; 10:35] in 
[G1722: ἔν; en; 1. "in," at, (up-)on, by, etc.; occurs 111 times in Mark] the boat [G4143: πλοῖον; ploion; 1. a 
sailer, i.e. vessel; occurs 15 times in Mark] with [G3326: μετά; meta; 1. (properly) denoting accompaniment 
2. "amid" (local or causal); occurs 49 times in Mark] the hired servants [G3411: μισθωτός; misthotos; 1. a 
wage-worker (good or bad); occurs in 1:20] and followed [G565: ἀπέρχομαι; aperchomai; singular 2nd aorist 
active indicative; 1. to go off (depart) 2. to go aside (apart) 3. or to go behind (follow); occurs 23 times in 
Mark] [G3694: ὀπίσω; opiso; 1. to the back, i.e. aback; occurs in 1:7; 1:17; 1:20; 8:33; 8:34; 13:16] him 
[G846: αὐτός; autos; 1. self; occurs 449 times in Mark]. 

Footnote: f. Mark 1:17 The Greek word anthropoi refers here to both men and women 

Apply (What is the point?) 
 

Personalize (What do we do with that?) 
 

Our schedule plan 
Next week we’ll start with Mark 1:____, and we’ll go until we’re finished. 

Homework 
1. Pray for help in understanding Mark 
2. Hear Mark multiple times 
3. Think about Mark often (day and night) 
4. Talk with someone (dead or alive) about Mark 
5. Share your insights about Mark 
6. Invite a member and a non-member 

Don’t forget to subscribe to our weekly email, podcast, and YouTube channel at OurSundaySchool.com. 


